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and section 12(l) of the Railroad Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 3, 1998.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Latvia-United
States Fisheries Agreement and
Annex
February 3, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation and Management Act
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith
an Agreement between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Latvia extending
the Agreement of April 8, 1993, Concerning
Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United States,
with annex, as extended (the 1993 Agree-
ment). The present Agreement, which was
effected by an exchange of notes at Riga on
February 13 and May 23, 1997, extends the
1993 Agreement to December 31, 1999.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Latvia, I
urge that the Congress give favorable consid-
eration to this Agreement at an early date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 3, 1998.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Budget Deferrals
February 3, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report eight new deferrals
of budgetary resources, totaling $4.8 billion.

These deferrals affect programs of the De-
partment of State, the Social Security Admin-
istration, and International Security Assist-
ance.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
February 3, 1998.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Iraq
February 3, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC). This report covers the period from
November 26, 1997, to the present.

My last report included the U.N.-Iraq
stand-off which began on October 29, 1997,
when the Iraqi government announced its in-
tention to expel all U.S. personnel working
in Iraq for the U.N. Special Commission
(UNSCOM). Iraq’s apparent aim was to
force UNSCOM’s withdrawal or to signifi-
cantly restrict its ability to function effec-
tively and independently, thereby establish-
ing an environment under which Iraq could
restore its capacity to develop weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) without restriction.
In November, the members of the U.N. Se-
curity Council thwarted this effort through
joint diplomacy and the use of Secretary
Council resolutions—backed by the deploy-
ment of forces in the Gulf. This resulted in
the Iraqi government’s explicit commitment,
on November 20, 1997, to allow UNSCOM
inspectors, including those who are U.S. citi-
zens, to return unhindered to their duties.

In violation of that commitment and of
U.N. Security Council Resolution (UNSCR)
687 and subsequent resolutions, including
707, 1134, and 1137, Iraq has attempted
again to dictate the composition of
UNSCOM inspection teams and the terms
of its compliance with Council resolutions.
In addition, Iraq has persisted in its efforts
to defy the Council by unilaterally imposing
unacceptable conditions on the operations of
UNSCOM. This report covering the last 60
days reflects the failure of the Government
of Iraq to live up to its obligations under all
applicable UNSC resolutions and its contin-
ued hindrance of UNSCOM’s work.

In December 1997, the Iraqi government
reiterated its longstanding refusal to allow
any access to all so-called ‘‘Presidential’’ sites,
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